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From the Desk of Mr. Biscan
Dear Falcon Families,

I hope everyone is doing well as we roll through the month of
February. I look forward to seeing our students continue to
demonstrate skills and mastery in the realm of academics,
athletics, and activities. We're fortunate to offer so many unique learning opportunities for
students and staff.

Last week we welcomed Mr. Matt Quinn from Rosecrance as part of our 2nd Semester
Curriculum Night activities. Mr. Quinn did a wonderful job communicating important
information about the new Illinois law regarding marijuana, the language companies use to
market vaping, and practical advice for parents to help their families stay safe and healthy. His
full presentation can be found within the scrolling topics on or webpage. We appreciate Mr.
Quinn's efforts to help parents and school staff work together to positively impact our
students.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please visit our webpage where you can �nd
all school contact information.

Have a great weekend.

We are Falcons. We are Proud. We are North.

From the Desk of Mr. Venckus, Assistant Principal of
Student Services
Teenage Alcohol, Marijuana and Vape Use
Current data shows that alcohol and marijuana use is decreasing while vaping is increasing.

Alcohol
Since the 1980s, teenage alcohol use has been steadily declining. Remind your students
that it’s not as popular as they may think. Those who do are more likely to engage in risky
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From the Desk of Dr. Pavlini, Assistant Principal of
Support and Enrichment
Important Required Testing Dates - April 2020

behavior such as drinking and driving, sexual activity, and impulsive or aggressive
behavior.

Marijuana
The THC (the psychoactive chemical in marijuana) content is higher in today’s marijuana.
In the 1970s and 1980s, the content was generally less than 5%. Today, marijuana
contains up to 25%. Many teenagers today use marijuana extracts like edibles, wax and
dabs which can contain pure and dangerous amounts of THC which has led to some
seeking treatment in emergency rooms.
THC affects the brain by causing problems with studying, learning new things, recalling
recent events, decision-making, and much more. Marijuana has also been linked to
depression and anxiety as well as suicidal thoughts.
Vaping THC or “dabbing” increases risks associated with marijuana use because of its
concentrated toxic content. Dabbing can also cause problems with learning and memory,
impair coordination and decision-making, increase risk of mental health problems, and
lead to addiction.

Vaping
Many teenagers believe that vaping (using electronic cigarettes) is harmless and that
vapes just contain water vapor. Vaping is more harmful than traditional cigarettes. The
majority of vapes contain nicotine. Adolescent use of nicotine in any form is unsafe.
Vaping nicotine can change the way the brain works and lead to addiction. Nicotine can
lead to de�cits in cognitive functioning by disrupting the brain circuits that control
attention and learning. It can also lower impulse control, increase mood disorders, and be
the gateway to other drugs.
The aerosol (vapor) inhaled through vapes contains �avoring chemicals which are linked
to serious lung disease. Many are harmful and can cause cancer.

Teenagers do listen to their parents. Many say the reason they choose not to drink, use drugs
or vape is because they want to keep trust with their families. It’s never too late to send clear
and strong messages to your students about your disapproval of drinking, using drugs and
vaping. Please visit the Surgeon General’s website for more information
(www.surgeongeneral.gov).

ALICE Community Information Nights
District 200 and the Wheaton Police Department are co-sponsoring ALICE Community
Information Nights on Monday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m. at Wheaton North High School and
Tuesday, February 11 at 7:00 p.m. at Wheaton-Warrenville South High School. ALICE (Alert,
Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate) is the new safety protocol in which District 200
staff and students are being trained. It equips staff and students with response options during
an active safety situation.

http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/


Each Spring, our students participate in several tests required by the Illinois State Board of
Education; students are automatically registered for these required tests. We’re asking for
your partnership in making sure your student is at school on these dates. Students who miss
the required state testing will be scheduled to participate in make-up testing. If at all possible
and to avoid loss of class time for make-up testing, we ask that students attend on the
originally scheduled test dates. There is no speci�c preparation students need to do in
advance of the tests.

Scheduled Test Dates by Grade Level
Freshmen - Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - PSAT 8/9
Sophomores - Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - PSAT 10
Juniors, Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - SAT* AND Tues., April 21 - IL Science Assessment
Seniors -Tuesday, April 14, 2020 is a non-attendance day for Seniors.
*The Junior SAT is a college-reportable score which can be used in the college application
process.

Optional Support: If students would like extra practice to enhance their scores, there are free
resources available online. Students can link their scores from the PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10 and
SAT to Khan Academy, which provides an online personalized study plan and coordinated
online study materials - all for FREE. This link helps students connect their test scores to
Khan Academy. This link helps students access their previous test scores via the College
Board site. 

For questions regarding the testing requirements or for more speci�c details on the testing
schedules, please contact julie.pavlini@cusd200.org

Blended Learning - What’s that?
As students progress through the course selection process for the upcoming school year, you
might be hearing about our blended learning courses. Blended learning combines the
traditional classroom with an online experience. Aligned with our District 200 curriculum and
essential standards, some variations may occur in assignments, activities, timelines, or
assessments in blended classes. Also, blended learning classes may not meet in the
traditional classroom setting each day of the week. This learning model provides students the
unique opportunity to learn autonomy, �exible scheduling, independence, and time
management with teacher guidance. Blended learning allows teachers to differentiate and
individualize instruction for individuals or groups of students. As students select their courses
for the upcoming year, counselors will help to guide them in determining if the blended
learning model will be a good �t. If you have questions about speci�c blended courses and
their �t for your individual student, please contact your student’s counselor. If you have
questions about our blended course model overall and how we support students in this 21st
century learning model, please contact julie.pavlini@cusd200.org.

Online Summer School Coming to CUSD 200
During Summer 2020, District 200 will be hosting online summer school for both North and
South students. Credit from these courses applies directly to a student’s District 200 high
school transcript. While registration for our summer courses is not yet open, you can learn
more about the courses offered at www.cusd200.org/onlinesummerschool. Questions?

https://signup.collegeboard.org/official-sat-practice/?SFMC_cid=EM262342-&rid=71303892
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Please contact Ian Smith, Director of HS Instruction at ian.smith@cusd200.org or 630-682-
2464.

INCubator Class
A WN Business Incubator Team, Charge Card, pitched their business start-up idea at the
Illinois Tech Innovation Challenge hosted at IIT Chicago's campus. Prior to this weekend,
Charge Card had to make it through 3 quali�cation rounds before they had the opportunity to
present in front of a panel of judges.

Charge Card was awarded 2nd Place which included a $1,000 team prize! Each team member
also received a $25,000 per year scholarship to attend IIT!

Charge Card Team Members: Benjamin Haase, Melanie Jones, Ayesha Sha�uddin & Teddy
Sohmer
Team Mentor: Alice Wood

To �nd out more about the Charge Card and the WN INCubator Program, visit Mr. Chrisman’s
class site.

INCubator Class

From the EL Department
WN’s English Learner teachers are currently administering the 2020 ACCESS, the state of
Illinois English language pro�ciency assessment. It measures annual growth in four domains:
Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. This year, we are fortunate to include 120 ELs
representing 25 languages in our Falcon community. Thank you to all WN faculty & staff, as
well as EL families, for your support during the ACCESS testing process as our students use
this opportunity to demonstrate improved skills on their path to mastering the English
language!

mailto:ian.smith@cusd200.org
https://sites.google.com/a/cusd200.org/wheaton-north-business-incubator/


Summer Driver Education
Registration
Summer Driver Education registration began the week of
January 27. Students can pick up the course information sheet
in the Counseling O�ce . Students must have turned 15 years
old prior to the start of the session they are requesting.
Session 1 will run from June 8 - July 2 and Session 2 will run
from July 6 - July 31. The summer program is an accelerated 4-
week experience and students must be able to commit to 3
hours a day (10:30 - 12:30 for classroom and 1 additional
driving hour in one of the scheduled time slots). Registration
forms can be picked up in the Counseling O�ce and are due
with payment by Friday, March 6.

From the Athletic Office - Summer Camps
Wheaton North's summer camp schedule is on our Athletics page! All registration will be
online and opens on March 1. Wheaton North offers both athletic and activity summer camps
for varied age levels. If you are an incoming Freshman or a current high school player, we
encourage you to attend the camps; many are scheduled before tryouts. If you are a lower
level student, summer camps are a great introduction to new interests. Check back soon for
link to create your account and register!
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From the Counseling Department
Monthly Scholarship Bulletin
Every month the Counseling Department provides students and
parents with a list of local scholarships and some national
scholarships through the Scholarship Bulletin. The Scholarship
Bulletin is updated twice monthly. It is available in the
Counseling Center and online at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

Local Scholarship Application
The Local Scholarship Application is now available. This is a great opportunity for students to
apply for a number of scholarships by �lling out one application. This year there are 16
scholarships from local community organizations, including the local PTA. To apply students
need to complete the online application and turn in appropriate number of copies to the
Counseling Center. Deadline is Wednesday, February 19, 2020. Application is available at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

Athletic and Activity Photos
Wheaton North has professional photographers at school
athletic events, performing arts performances and activities. All
photos can be viewed and purchased at
www.lifetouch.curatorpost.com Please use the school code:
wnh55 to view photos from events.

From Falcon WiNGS
We are grateful for you!
Thank you for helping the Falcon WiNGS raise almost $10,000
through Beer, Bites, Bids & a Band!
Tickets. Silent Auction. Super Bowl Squares. YOU did it!
Thanks to the Loose Screws Band for entertaining us, and to
Aurelio's for hosting the Falcon WiNGS!
Super Bowl Squares Winners!
$10 Grid
Erin Claus = $100
Michelle Cahill (twice) = $100
Joe Kurtz = $200

$25 Grid
Scott Marquardt = $250
Tom Brcka = $250 (twice)

https://www.cusd200.org/domain/134
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Dates to Save
Wednesday, February 12 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03
AM
Monday, February 17 - President's Day - NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, February 18 - Jazz Concert - 6:00 PM - Room 612
Wednesday, February 19 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03
AM
Thursday, February 20 - Orchestra concert - 7:00 PM - Taylor Auditorium
Tuesday, February 25 - Band Concert - 7:00 PM - Taylor Auditorium
Wednesday, February 26 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Friday, February 28 - Institute Day - NO SCHOOL

Summer Date to Save - Schedule Pick-up Day
Monday, August 10
Seniors ONLY 12:30-1:30
Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors 1:30-3:30
Freshmen 4:30-6:30

Glenn Ortiz = $500

Falcon WiNGS Scholarships available! Seniors, please consider
applying for a $500 college scholarship from the Wheaton
North Falcon WiNGS! Applications may be submitted through
April 1, 2020. Forms, including instructions and further
information are available in the school Guidance O�ce or may
be downloaded from the Falcon WiNGS website.

Spring Sports Athletes? Valentine’s Gift for your student?
Purchase a Yard Sign!
Operation Safe Celebration for Prom 2020: Interested in getting
involved? Please contact Dawn Szumski.

Sign up for Winter Sport Concessions. WiNGS members and
students earn $$ for the activity/sport of their choice.
Questions to Jennifer Devalk.

Join the Falcon WiNGS!
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